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N* l .—Extract of a Letter from the Right honourable Charles Grant to Henry 
Hobhouse, esq.; dated Dublin Castle, 29th January 1820. 

“ I SEND you herewith, by the Lords Justices command, a letter which I have 
received from the sovereign of the town of Belfast, enclosing one addressed to 
him from the Committees of the three great charitable Institutions of that town, 
with several documents therein mentioned, relative to the treatment of natives of 
Ireland, who became a charge upon the parishes of England; and complain- 
ing of the severity of particular clauses of the Acts for the relief of the poor, 
59 Geo - riI > c - sfec. 33 and 34 ; and 59 Geo. fir, c. 50, together with a copy of 
my answer. And I am to desire that you will submit the same to Lord Sidmouth, 
with their Excellencies request, that his Lordship will cause inquiry to be made as 
to the severe and illegal conduct reported to have been practised, with regard to 
the unfortunate individuals in question.” 



N° 2. — A copy of a Letter from Thomas Verner, esq. sovereign of Belfast, to the 
Right honourable Charles Grant; dated Belfast, 23d December 1819. 

Srk, 

IN compliance with the wishes of the Committees of the Belfast incorporated 
charitable Society, the house of Industry, and the Dispensary and Fever Hospital 
in this town, I forward to you their Letter, and several Depositions taken before 
toe, respecting families sent out of England ; also two Letters I received from 
Mr. Hodgson of Carlisle, and Mr. Christian of Maryport, upon the subject. 

I cannot but observe, I feel this Act of the Legislature is fraught with much 
severity, and I must think the latitude given to Justices of the peace to condemn and 
punish at their discretion is dangerous. 

In submitting the matter to your consideration, I beg the favour of vour senti- 
ments to lay before the committees. 

I have, & c. 

(Signed) Thomas Verner , 

. Sov" of Belfast. 

J o the Right hon. Cha 5 Grant. 



k* 3 - — A copy of a Letter from the Committees for managing the three great cha- 
ritable Institutions of Belfast, viz. The incorporated charitable Society, 
The house of Industry, and The Dispensary and Fever hospital, to 
Thomas Verner, esq. sovereign of Belfast; dated Belfast, 2 2d December 
l$i§. 

Sib, 

WE the Committees for managing the three great charitable Institutions of 
Belfast, vuz. “ The incorporated charitable Society,” “ The house of Industry,” 
and “ 1 he Dispensary and Fever hospital,” request you may forward this Letter 
and the accompanying Documents, to the Right honourable C. Grant; and, from the 
circumstances which have come within your own knowledge respecting this business 
to make such representations as may appear to you expedient. 

The circumstances attending the families in question, are so fully detailed in their 
Depositions passed before you, that it is unnecessary to repeat them here ; our prin- 
cipal object in forwarding them is, to call the attention of the chief Secretary to 
particular clauses of an Act passed last session, 59 Geo. Ill, cap. 12, sec. 33, and 
34 , and also 59 Geo. Ill, cap. 50, as to the objects the honourable mem- 
ber had m view who brought in these Bills, we do not pretend to question them ; 
but we cannot hesitate to affirm that the operation of the law is attended with the 
most oppressive and dangerous consequences, affording an unlimited power to the 
magistrates to exercise a penal statute at their discretion. 

The 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



SENT FROM ENGLAND TO IRELAND. 



3 



The seventy of the Act for the relief of the Poor, is sufficiently illustrated hy 
the examples before us, and the indefinite wording of it, leaves us at a loss to know 
to what extent it may be carried. 

The 33d section requires “ two justices of the peace, upon complaint of the 
“ churchwardens and overseers of the poor,” but the 34th section gives the power, 
to “ one justice to adjudge any person born in Ireland, who shall become a 
“ charge on the parish, to be a rogue and vagabond, at his discretion,” and to order 
“ him or her to be whipped, confined and transported and under the construction 
of this Act, we have now cast upon us, by our sister country', and maintained 
within the walls of our charitable Institutions, twenty persons, of which number some 
had been residents of England from ten to thirteen years, most of them were born 
there, had paid poor rates and taxes, and supported themselves and families by 
honest industry, until deprived of the power of doing so by the present unparalleled 
pressure of the times. Monstrous as it appears, these wretched people were, at the 
discretion of certain magistrates, made prisoners as rogues and vagabonds, after 
birth and long residence in England — handcuffed as felons — forced on board a vessel 
with their perishing families — obliged to leave their little necessaries behind — landed 
on the nearest Irish coast, and left to wander in a part of this kingdom to which 
they were strangers. In this forlorn state they applied for sustenance to the house 
of Industry in Belfast (a charitable Institution supported merely by private subscrip- 
tions, as all the charitable Institutions of this town necessarily are, in consequence 
of their receiving no aid from Government,) and in it they have already been main- 
tained for seven weeks, to the exclusion of paupers, entitled by residence and every 
claim to its support. Such is the first operation of these oppressive Acts. The ex- 
tent to which they may be carried, and the consequences in the end, we anticipate 
with horror. 

We have the honour to be, 

Y our obedient humble Servants, 

James Munford, 

For the incorporated charitable Society. 



(Signed) 



To Thomas Verner, esq.) 
Sovereign of Belfast. J 



John Thomson , 

For the house of Industry. 

Henry Joy, 

For the Dispensary and Fever hospital. 



N° 4.— A copy of the Deposition of John O’Neil, sworn before Thomas Verner, esq. 
sovereign of Belfast, on the 22d December 1819. 

THE Deposition of John O’Neil, who being duly sworn and examined before 
Thomas Verner, esquire, sovereign and chief magistrate of the town of Belfast, in the 
county of Antrim, in that part of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, 
called Ireland, maketh oath on the Holy Evangelists, and saith. That deponent has 
been married these ten years past ; and that for three years before his marriage, he 
hath lived and resided at Carlisle in England ; that he hath five children now all 
living; that they have all been born, baptized, and registered at Carlisle aforesaid, 
by the Rev. Joseph Marshal, roman catholic priest of said place; and that this 
deponent hath paid his proportion of the poor rates of said parish for several years: 
Saith, That deponent being afterwards reduced in circumstances, occasioned by the 
late fevers there, and the very great depression of trade, he was obliged to seek for 
parish relief for himself and family, which he obtained : 

Saith, That on or about the months of September or October last, deponent was 
warned by the parish officers to quit that country, whereupon this deponent remon- 
strated against the expulsion of his children, all whom being born in that country, 
namely in Bonchergate Quarter, Parish of Saint Cutbberts, at which place deponent 
had long paid rent, parish rates, &c. ; whereupon deponent’s wife and children were 
217. seized 
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seised as culprits and treated severely, sent off to Maryport, where they were 
brought before John Christian, esquire, a magistrate, and next sent on board a vessel 
which landed them in Ireland: 

Saith, That on the following day on which deponent’s wife and children were 
sent off, he, this deponent, was also taken up by Joseph Cartner, a parish officer, 
and John Commerford, a constable, and lodged in the county jail, where deponent 
remained five nights, and was afterwards taken to Maryport by John Barnes, a con- 
stable of Carlisle, where deponent was there left in charge of a parish officer for 
eight days longer, and then put on board the Dover of Chester, Captain Thompson, 
by a constable of said place, for the purpose oflanding deponent in Ireland: 

Saith, That after a passage of three days and nights, deponent was landed at 
Dublin in Ireland, from which place deponent travelled to Belfast, where he found 
his wife and children supported by the Committee of the House of Industry of said 
town, and from whom this deponent and they are now receiving support. 

Sworn before me at Belfast, in the 
(Signed) John O'Neil, county of Antrim, this 22d day of Decem- 

ber 1819, Sovereign and Chief Magistrate 
(Signed) Stephen Daniel, of said town. In testimony whereof, I have 

Town Clerk of Belfast, caused the Corporation Seal of said town 
to be hereunto affixed. 

(seal) (Signed) Thos. Verner, 

Sov" of Belfast. 



5* A copy of the Deposition of Henry Moran, sworn before Thomas Yerner, esq. 
sovereign of Belfast, on the 22d December 1819. 

THE Deposition of Henry Moran, who being duly sworn and examined before 
Thomas Yerner, esquire, sovereign and chief magistrate of the town of Belfast, 
in that part of our United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, called Ireland, 
maketh oath upon the Holy Evangelists, and saith, That this deponent is a native of 
Ireland, and hath served five years in the Londonderry militia : 

That after deponent had been discharged from said militia, deponent was obliged 
to return to his former occupation as a weaver, and having gone to England for the 
purpose of bettering his estate, deponent settled in Cadiegate Quarter, Carlisle, 
where five of his children were born, baptized, and their baptisms duly registered 
in the books of said parish : 

Saith, That this deponent hath resided twelve years in Carlisle as aforesaid, during 
which period deponent hath by his industry supported himself and family, and hath 
paid parish rates for several years past : 

Saith, That deponent hath lately been obliged to apply for parish relief at Carlisle 
aforesaid, occasioned by the want of employment and the great depression of trade 
there, which he received for some time : 

Saith, That on or about the 26th day of October last, Thomas Redley, John 
Barns, Joseph Lennex, and three other constables of Carlisle aforesaid, entered 
into deponent’s house, handcuffed this deponent, and then and there forced depo- 
nent, his wife and children, into a cart, in which they were conveyed to Maryport, 
where they were lodged for that night, and on the next morning were brought before 
John Christian, esquire, a magistrate of Maryport, who on hearing that deponent’s 
children were born in England, gave it as his opinion that the removal of deponent 
and family was illegal, and actually refused to sign any warrant for deponent’s 
removal. 

Saith,! hat the said constables, under pretence of bringing deponent and his family 
a second time before the said magistrate, forced this deponent and his family on 
board a brig or vessel called the Jane of Maryport, Captain Ross, master, in which 
vessel deponent and his family have been transported to Ireland, and have been 

landed 
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landed at Carrickfergus in the north of Ireland, from which place deponent and 
his family have travelled to Belfast, and are now receiving support for himself and 
family, eight in number, from the House of Industry of said town. 



his 

(Signed) Henry X Moran , 
mark. 

(Signed) Stephen Daniel, 

Town Clerk of Belfast. 

(seal) 



Sworn before me at Belfast, in the 
county of Antrim, this 22d day of Decem- 
ber 1819, sovereign and chief magis- 
trate of said town. In testimony whereof, 
I have caused the Corporation Seal of 
said town to be hereunto affixed. 

(Signed) Tko. Verner, 

Sov" of Belfast. 



N° 6. — A copy of the Deposition of Madge Griffin, sworn before Thomas 
Yerner, esq. sovereign of Belfast, on the 22d December 1819. 



THE Deposition of Madge Griffin, who being duly sworn and examined before 
Thomas Verner, esq. sovereign and chief magistrate of the town of Belfast, in the 
county of Antrim, in that part of our United Kingdom called Ireland, maketh oath 
upon the Holy Evangelists, and saith, That the deponent is a native of Ireland, and 
that deponent has resided in Carlisle in England for the last fourteen years (with 
only the exception of three weeks), during which time deponent supported herself 
by honest industry, deponent’s husband being a soldier : 

Saith, That deponent has four children now living, all of whom have been bom 
in Cadiegate, parish of Carlisle aforesaid : 

Saith, That on or about the 26th day of October last, deponent and her family 
were taken up by John Barns, and five other constables of Carlisle, and forcibly 
put into a cart, and from thence conducted to Maryport, at which place this 
deponent and her children were forced on board a brig or vessel called the Jane of 
Maryport ; in which vessel this deponent and her said children have been trans- 
ported from said place to Ireland, and have been landed at Carrickfergus in the 
north of Ireland, from which place deponent and her children have travelled to 
Belfast, and now are receiving support from the house of Industry of said Town. 



her 

("Signed) Madge X Griffin. 

mark. 

(Signed) Stephen Daniel , 

Town Clerk of Belfast. 



Sworn before me at Belfast, in the 
county of Antrim, this 2 2d day of De- 
cember 1819, sovereign and chief magis- 
trate of said town. In testimony whereof, 
I have caused the Corporation Seal of said 
town to be hereunto affixed. 



(seal) 



(Signed) Tko. Verner, 

Sov a of Belfast. 



k 



N° 7. — A copy of a Letter from W. Hodgson, esq. to Thomas Verner, esq. 
sovereign of Belfast; dated Carlisle, 26th November 1819. 

Sir, 

YOUR letter of the 16th instant, with the examinations of some paupers, has 
been handed me by Doctor Blamire, our mayor; and I have to say in answer, that 
the removals took place under the orders of the county magistrates Doctor Heysham 
and Doctor Lowry ; an eminent counsel’s opinion (Mr. Scarlett’s) was taken pre- 
vious to the removal, upon the Act 59 Geo. Ill, cap. 12, sec. 33, under which 
they were removed. 

I have, &c. 

Thomas Verner esq (Signed) IV. Hodgson. 

Sov" of Belfast. v 0 
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N* 8. — A copy of a Letter from John Christian, esq. to Thomas Verner; esq. 
sovereign of Belfast ; dated Uncrigg Hall, November 26th, 1819. 



Sir, 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, 
in which you allude to a former one directed to J. C. Curwen, esq. but which I 
have not seen ; however, as I conclude that your inquiries have been directed to 
the case of the three Irish families who were removed from Carlisle to Maryport, 
on the 27th of October, and thereon passed by a shipping warrant to Belfast, I beg 
leave to refer you to a statement which I forwarded to my friend Mr. Pottinger, by 
last night’s post ; and I would further add, that the Carlisle magistrates acted under 
the powers of 59th Geo. Ill, c. 12, and were decided in removing the children by 
the legal opinion of Mr. Scarlett, and that my duty was merely ministerial in order- 
ing a ship-captain to receive them on board from the hands of the Carlisle con- 
stables, and to convey them safely to Ireland. I intend to transmit your and Mr. 
Pottinger’s letters to Mr. Curwen in London, in hopes that he may show them to 
Mr. Sturges Bourne, the framer of the Act, and by this case they will judge of the 
extent to which it may be carried. 

I have, &c. 



Thomas Verner, esq. 

Sov" of Belfast. 



(Signed) John Christian. 



N* 9. — A copy of a Letter from the Right honourable Charles Grant to Thomas 
Verner, esq. sovereign of Belfast; dated Dublin Castle, the nth 
January 1820. 

Sir, 

I trouble you with these lines, only to assure you, that I have not omitted 
to pay attention to the letter from the Charitable Institutions at Belfast, relating to 
certain persons sent to Ireland under two Acts passed in the 59th of the King. The 
subject had on a former occasion been brought under the Lord Lieutenant’s notice ; 
but before I address you directly upon it, his Excellency has desired me to make 
some inquiries of a more particular description ; as soon as I am enabled, I shall 
have the honour of again writing to you more fully ; and in the mean time request 
you will communicate to the Committees who have called the attention of the Go- 
vernment to the acts in question, that the Government will not fail to pay to their 
appeal every consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) C. Grant. 

Thomas Verner, esq. 

Sov n of Belfast. 



N° 10. — A copy of a Letter from Henry Hobhouse, esq. to the Right honourable 
Charles Grant; dated Whitehall, 17th March 1820. 

Sir, 

I laid before Lord Sidmouth your Letter to me of the 29th of January last, with 
its enclosures, relative to a complaint received by you from the sovereign of Belfast, 
respecting the removal of three Irish families of the names of O’Neil, Moran, and 
Griffin, from Carlisle to Ireland, under the Acts 59 Geo. Ill, c. 1 2, sec. 33 and 44, and 
59 Geo. Ill, c. 50 ; and I am now directed by his Lordship to acquaint you, that the 
cases of these removals have been inquired into ; and that it has been stated to Lord 
Sidmouth, by the magistrates at Carlisle, that a considerable portion of the popu- 
lation of that city consist of Irish families, many of whom have come over there, 
more with a view to live upon parochial relief as casual paupers, than to earn a sub- 
sistence by labour ; and before the passing of the Act 59 Geo. Ill, c. 12, it was 
estimated that in the City of Carlisle and the suburbs, particularly Caldewgate, from 
a third to one half of all the poor’s rates was expended in the maintenance of Irish 
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and Scotch families, who had not acquired settlements ; and that this serious 
grievance was meant, amongst other things, to be remedied by that Act. 

Upon the construction of that Act, the magistrates state they had great difficulty, 
and before they proceeded to put it in force, the opinions of several counsel were 
taken by different parishes, for the guidance of the magistrates, who have founded 
themselves upon those opinions, in the removals of Irish paupers subsequently made. 
They add, that no such removal was ever made by them until the families had 
become actually chargeable, and were even likely to continue so, which they ascer- 
tained by the complaint of the overseers in the first place, and the subsequent 
examination of the paupers themselves. And upon finding the persons complained 
against actually chargeable, the magistrates then examined the paupers, to learn 
whether they had done any act to acquire a settlement in England, and where no 
such act had been done, the paupers have been then removed by a warrant made 
out for the purpose, accompanied by the examination. 

Lord Sidmouth is assured, that in this manner, and after such examinations as 
before stated, O’Neil, Moran and Griffin were removed with their families, with 
every possible attention to their convenience and comfort ; and the violence com- 
plained of, and the number of constables employed, were occasioned by their 
resistance, and raising a mob of radicals to oppose the removal, whereby the single 
constable appointed to convey these paupers was so far disabled from doing so, without 
further assistance, that even a military escort was required for several miles from 
Carlisle. 

Lord Sidmouth trusts that these circumstances, which are stated to him by highly 
respectable magistrates of the county of Cumberland, will satisfy his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, that the account given by the paupers at Belfast was grossly 
perverted and exaggerated. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Ii. Hobhouse. 






»j J xocan 



The Right hon. Charles Grant, 
&c. & c. See. 
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